
Electronic Marquee 

Bulletin boards along the wall to accommodate visual teaching 

Each class with technology and screens 

Each department has a workroom 

Each department has a copy room 

Each department has a restroom 

Science class storage 

Science classes connected to common storage areas 

Microwave, fridge in storage for agar, etc 

Student desks flat top that can connect to square table 

Larger rooms for disks in center and lab stations around with working sinks 

Try to keep big trees on the north side of the school; especially if it becomes the 

front 

No fake grass! Drought tolerant landscaping 

Usable green space (small stage) 

Student/staff meditation (stress-relief) Garden 

Staff workroom integrated w lounge, worktables and comfy window seating 

Each department (building wing) has own staff restrooms/lounge 

Central storage for science with common access to all rooms 

New tennis courts—not set right off the sidewalk. It is currently VERY ugly; 

dividing fence between each court 

All student services located in one building: Registrar/records; attendance; 

counseling; nurse; admin 

1 large multi-purpose space to hold large meetings or testing 

Secondary gym for PE 

Wrestling room with locker room and access to hot water 



 

Aquatic Center: 

-Changing Locker Rooms & Showers 

-Coaches/Staff Office 

-Snack Bar 

-50 Meter Lap Swimming Pool 

-10 Lanes minimum 

-25 Yard Warm-up Pool 

-Diving Pool 

-Equipment Storage Room 

-Score Board 

-Timing System with 3 push buttons per lane 

-Touch Pads per lane for Timing System 

-Shot Clock 

-Backstroke Turn Indicators 

-Lane Ropes 

-Lane Markings 

-Start Blocks 

-Water Polo Goal Nets 

-Spectator Bleachers 

-Bleacher Shade 

 

Tennis Courts: 

-Divided fences 

-Change back gate to 7.5 key 

-Equipment shed by electrical room with concrete slab 

-Resurface courts; paint courts in contrasting colors 

-Fix concrete by front gate 

-New windscreens with large sitting/standing-level view windows OR roll up 

capability 

-Benches/Bleachers on north side 

 

Suggestions/Wish List for New Chino High School 

Build a Dance Room: We have three strong dance clubs on campus: Folklorico, 

Impact, and Polynesian Club.  They currently practice outside.  This would be 



great for their practices, if they could ever receive Fine Arts credit as a class, or if 

we get a dance  team. These kids are extremely committed and have to practice 

in hallways during inclement weather. 

Dedicated Choir Room:  with risers that can be moved within the room but are 

left in the room. 

500-700 seat theater with sloping wings (no lift on front of stage):  Scene shop; 

dressing rooms; “black box” theater for classroom/showcase; ample storage for 

costumes;  

“Typical” Classroom (no lab), though we are trying to think atypically with this 

opportunity – I  admit it’s hard to envision at times in regards to our needs for 

the future: 

• NUMEROUS outlets by the teacher’s desk to avoid extension cords and fire 

marshal violations. Teacher desk area should have three to four outlets (6-8 

plugs) to accommodate laptops, 2 printers, electronic staplers/pencil 

sharpeners, electronic USB port hubs for laptops, etc.  

• Other outlets numerous and varied – at least two per wall…located easily as 

we bring laptop computer carts in our rooms for use. 

• Projectors and document cameras: At least two outlets are needed at the 

front of the room for the document camera, use of laptops with this, etc.  

Projectors should be hung from the ceiling, but FURTHER out in the room 

than what is typical.  Often I see projectors mounted so they project on a 

white board.  The white board is not large enough of an area and often has a 

glare.  We need LARGE 7 or 8 foot pull down screens with projectors 

mounted on the ceiling far enough back that it fills the screen; white boards 

do not have a large enough area. 

• White board/bulletin board space: At least two walls with white board space 

– we are required to post standards and doing so takes up a lot of 

instructional and announcement space. Other two walls should be bulletin, 

poster space…no white boards hung above counters where they cannot be 

reached.   

• Cupboards: Plenty of LOCKING cupboard space. Cupboard space can also 

be behind the white board  

• Computers/laptops having wireless printing to classroom printers 



• File Cabinets: Will file cabinet space be built in? I’ve seen examples of 

cupboards built around white boards of all sizes…some file cabinet size.   

We will need more space than that provides as we teach multiple levels and 

have resources for each grade Space for file cabinets, perhaps on the 

opposite side of the teacher’s desk area needs to be considered. I’ve taught 

23 years and I still have 4 cabinets…that’s after purging a TON of stuff 

when I moved districts 8 years ago…resources don’t always become 

obsolete. 

• Desks, or rather, NO attached desks: we need flat individual desks/tables 

with DETACHED seats – the attached seats just come apart from wear and 

vandalism, plus our students are tall/larger.  This allows for multiple 

arrangements and organization of the classroom for a myriad of activities. 

• Carpet, not tile floor: tile is noisy, seats drag, it gets dusty and smudged, and 

is noisy with high heels, etc. It also adds echo depending on the size of the 

room.   

• Teacher desks and work area: 1) Have teacher desks we can stand or sit at.  

2) There needs to be counter space with cupboards below next to the 

teacher’s desk for printers, student papers to grade/return, etc. It can also 

house supplies (paper and other items teachers use). Standing desks don’t 

have drawers. Teachers also need built in bookshelves (even floating ones 

higher up) – ones that will fit tall binders.  

• Have classrooms the size of portables: just make the classrooms LARGE for 

various desk arrangements, activities, student movement, room to bring in a 

laptop cart without messing up desks, etc. 

• Phone: DO NOT HAVE THE PHONE BY THE DOOR to avoid possibility 

of students stealing receivers (I’ve not had this happen, but it just takes 

one.☺) Put the phone by the teacher desk area. 

• Phone System: In order for ease of knowing if we have messages, have a 

phone system with a different sound than the typical dial tone – when the 

receive is picked up, the teacher can hear by the sound if there is a 

message…or have a phone that has an attached blinking light so we don’t 

have to log in every time to find or we have no message. 

• Arrangement of room. Have the teaching area (main board) face the door at 

the back of the room (either on the back or a side wall – I like this for safety. 



Also, people can enter quietly not distract the students. Teacher’s desks have 

sensitive things on them, so I like the flow of movement to be away from the 

teacher’s desk area. The teacher desk (with phone and plenty of outlets) 

should be on one side or the other of the main board space.  

• Clock: the clock should be on a side wall so students can see it without 

turning around—same for teacher. 

• Built in bookshelves on a side wall or plenty of counter space for class sets 

of books/resources 

• Windows: windows should have blinds or curtains for varying degrees of 

light/darkness in the room.  Skylights are great, too.  Put lights on a dimmer. 

• Please no sliding walls that can be moved to create a larger space – I’ve 

worked in these before and the sound that travels from one room to the next 

is unfair to students when testing, etc. Please no movable walls joining 

classrooms. 

 

Wi-Fi: Our Wi-Fi capacity will have to increase and I imagine we will using more 

wireless printers, laptops, etc.   

 

AVID: There should be designated classrooms for AVID teachers. AVID students 

do tutorials 2 times per week…There are usually 5 to 6 groups with each group 

working on a white board.  We need rolling white boards for these 

tutorials….teacher board space needs to remain separate.  These rooms need to be 

large enough to accommodate a place to move these boards out of the way when 

not being used.  If the rolling white boards cannot be accommodated; then there is 

the need for space to store 6 sturdy easels and white boards. AVID has a lot of 

team building activities and use the rolling laptop carts often, so please 

accommodate 36 students moving around, grouped in large circles, lines, etc. for 

team building activities. These could even be connecting classrooms clustered 

together as college tutors come in to work during tutorial time and the tutors 

wouldn’t have to move around campus as much.  If the rooms are connected, there 

could be a center area to more securely place laptop carts. 

 

Quad – shade/seating: Our students need shade – trees will take a while to grow 

in, but we need a place students can have shade and plenty of sitting areas. Many 



students sit on the ground in the hallways, leaning against the buildings, for lack of 

seating area in the quad. Of course, there will probably be a covered lunch area by 

the cafeteria, but it does not provide enough room for all students. Multiple types 

of seating areas for students; not just lunch tables. Courtyard with views. Water 

stations to refill bottles in addition to water fountains.  

 

Parking: Depending on the design of the school, some teachers may have 

classrooms quite far away from the front of the 

school/library/xerox/admin/counselors. There should be a smaller teacher parking 

lot for teachers that may have classrooms located further away…we are often 

carrying cases of water, boxes of projects, etc. ….of course, this needs to be in a 

place that can easily be monitored by security…. 

 

Two-story:  I love the idea of a two story….it keeps students more contained and 

centrally located to help with security; students may not have as far to walk to each 

class helping them to get to class on time; it allows all teachers to be closer to the 

admin/counselors/xerox/library areas so there is equity in this for convenience and 

saving time going about routine acitivites; it will provide more field/open space. 

 

Security: We need working camera monitoring and an alarm system.  However, 

the alarm system needs to be set up so teachers can come into their classrooms 

early, late, or on weekends.  Many of us do work and need access to our school 

printers and resources (some are not feasible to take home).  With new technology, 

etc., it will need to be protected. Security office with windows/view areas to see 

out. Central location for security office. 

Conference rooms: Currently meetings with larger groups of people are held in 

the back of the library – there needs to be space for meetings (even a couple 

rooms) to be held without putting out students needing library use. 

 

Library: The library should have a designated quiet space for more serious 

studying – perhaps study rooms (with windows) students sign up for as in college. 

We have a lot of peer tutoring that occurs on campus and they need study space. 

Maybe these are on a second floor and there is a librarian to work upstairs and one 

downstairs. Computers/printers could be located downstairs.  There couple be 



computers for student use and a separate computer lab for full classes that may 

want access to books in the library.   

 

Aquatic Center:  

• Needs electronic scoreboard.  

• PLENTY of deck space and spectator seating to host large invitationals with 

space for organizing heats before races. 

• PLENTY of locked storage for equipment.  I had 80 kids on the swim team 

when I coached – you need fins of varying sizes, kick boards for all of them, 

paddles of varying sizes, bungee cords, miscellaneous other training tools 

for stroke technique, etc. It needs to be non-rust and something with 

ventilation space for materials not to get mildew.  Often big tubs where 

equipment is piled upon itself is used  -- it takes room and cumbersome. 

• Storage for Easy-ups: The timers, referees, and scorekeepers need 

shade….there needs to be closets or storage for multiple easy ups.   

• Covered areas for shade for spectators and SEPARATE covered areas for 

competitors both visitors and home.  Swim meets go on in the 

rain….athletes need a covered area to stay dry when not in the water. 

• A snack bar area (that is alarmed) with pass through windows you order 

through like a hamburger stand in the deck area. It should have several 

outlets for George Foreman grill type appliance, hot dog grill rack, crock 

pots, etc. A sink for cleaning up. A refrigerator to store drinks for sale. 

Storage for paper products/utensils/paper towels, as well, as utensils used by 

the workers. Anything else that may be found useful in a snack bar/kitchen.  

It should also have an ice machine. When a student needs to ice a shoulder, 

etc….depending on where the training room is located…it could be hard for 

swimmers to get ice…it was a problem at my old school. And sometimes, 

the trainer is gone at another sporting event….an ice machine allows a coach 

to grab a produce bag and ice for their athlete easily. 

• Large first aid kit mounted in the office 

• Changing rooms with lockers and showers (even if shower is limited) – 

some material that won’t rust with wet suits and towels. These students need 

a place to put their backpacks during practices and meets and when it rains. 



• Mounted white boards – several to write up workouts for different 

lanes/strokes/groups that have overhangs to protect them from the sun/rain, 

etc. 

• Plenty of outlets to plug in four pace clocks – one for each corner of the 

pool. 

• Separate bathrooms for visitors than for the team, so general public does not 

enter the locker/changing area.  

• Coach’s office that is alarmed with plenty of outlets to accommodate 

laptops, printers, etc.  There needs to be white board in the office, plenty of 

built in counter space.  Cupboards to store fundraising items for sale.  

Shelving/cupboards for paperwork, office supplies, drawer space, reams of 

printer paper, a place for filing paperwork needed for meets built into the 

counter/desk area; coach’s chairs, etc.  My old district’s office was alarmed 

and only the coach, admin, and custodians had the code.  Perhaps even a 

locking closet inside the coach’s office for items needing added security 

(storage for fundraising items, etc.). Two or three lockers in the pool office 

for coaches to lock their belongings. 

• Storage reels for lane lines that can sit under a covered area. This is the most 

expensive piece of equipment for swim teams….the plastic on lane lines 

dries out when exposed to the sun and elements.  There needs to be a locked 

areas (behind a gate) so vandals cannot roll the reels into the pool (I’ve seen 

this happen).  The lane lines need a covered area besides any plastic covers 

that could be pulled directly over them. 

• New equipment: Lane lines, kickboards, pull buoys, flags with poles, etc. I 

can think of plenty if money is available. ☺ 

• Keep the old pool: PE classes might use the pool during hot weather or for a 

swimming unit.  Often either PE teachers, or their students, don’t know the 

proper care needed for lane lines, equipment.  The old pool can be used for 

PE classes so they don’t mistreat the new swim equipment, or as an 

overflow or warm-up pool during meets and large invitationals.  

• Separate warm up pools: Have one or two side pools can that be used for 

warm-up and warm down after races….these could also be used for dividing 

up the swim team for different training activities.  



• I don’t suggest access to the pool from the main locker room: This allows 

for any student in the locker room to come to the pool deck and disrupt 

practices and requires someone in the locker room to monitor this doesn’t 

happen.  It’s also a safety issue…if the swim team is gone, but kids filter in 

through the locker room, then they are not supervised. If there is a concrete 

wall around the pool, kids can’t climb the fence.  And if there a large gate 

that can’t be climbed like typical chain link fencing, but allows one to see 

the pool (for safety) that is best.  If the pool could be semi-private for the 

privacy of the swimmers…of course, it needs to be visible for safety, but 

could it have concrete wall or some barrier around most of it to avoid 

strangers walking onto campus on any given day and “observing” our young 

people in little attire.  

 

 

 

 

 

Here are my thoughts/ideas for the new building in regard to the mod/severe 

population: 

-I think we need 2 classrooms that are equipped for mod/severe programs in case 

there is another class added in the future. One classroom could be used by gen ed 

until the need arose for another mod/sev room. 

-Those 2 classrooms should be LARGE (like twice the size of the other 

classrooms) in size so that multiple areas can be partitioned off within the one 

room 

-The rooms should incorporate cubbies for student belongings along with plenty of 

storage cabinets and cubbies 

-Each classroom needs a sink and possibly a drinking fountain 

-The classrooms should open up to a central area that has 1)a fully equipped 

kitchen (full size stove, fridge, sink and oven with counter top space) for cooking 

instruction, 2)a laundry area complete with washer and dryer and place to 

hang/fold/sort/iron clothing, 3)a conference room that can also be used as a 

separate space for a student who is having a hard time to go to in order to calm 

down without disrupting the class or any other classes by walking the halls, 

4)teacher workspace/offices 



-Sinks in classrooms need to be wheelchair accessible, so a student can wheel 

under it to wash hands or otherwise use the sink 

-Each classroom needs to have at least 2 single stall restrooms (to be used by both 

male and female students) that are accessible from inside the classroom. In the case 

of a lockdown, some of my students are not able to wait a long period of time to 

use the restroom. If we have them in the classroom, that problem would be 

eliminated as well as solving the issue of supervision in the restroom for my 

students. The restrooms could also be located in the central area as well if it is not 

possible to have them in the classroom itself. The restrooms need to be wheelchair 

accessible and have at least one with a changing table/area for when the need to 

use one arises.  

-A closet for storing brooms, vacuums is needed. 

-A storage area for wheelchairs, bean bags, mobility equipment such as standers, 

etc is needed as well (This could also be located in the central area or inside the 

room itself) 

-A courtyard area outside the room(s) that is enclosed would be ideal for students 

who need to take a break from the classroom for a few minutes during the day 

without the danger of them wandering off. In this courtyard, garden boxes would 

be wonderful. We could then incorporate growing some of the things that we use 

for cooking into our curriculum. 

-It is necessary that many or all of the storage cabinets have locks so we can ensure 

the safety of our technology, personal belongings and curriculum. 

-Desks that are suitable for wheelchairs would be a great bonus. Perhaps there are 

some that could be used for regular student desks but could also function for 

wheelchair accessibility? That way we would always be prepared for any student 

who arrives. 

-A mini computer lab in the central area is another idea or a designated space 

inside the classroom for this purpose. Of course, along with the space, we would 

also need the technology equipment (computers, tablets, etc.) with touch screen 

capability for those of my students who cannot access a mouse. 

 

2 Weight Rooms 

New Library and Computers  

Updated lab equipment 

Larger Band Room 

Color Guard Room 

Nice Bathrooms 

Mirrors in Bathrooms 

More seating around campus 

More school art on walls 



Study Rooms 

Updated classroom equipment 

Locker room for pool 

Garden 

Tile floors in VAPA rooms 

Four sinks in art rooms 

Drying racks 

Lockable teacher storage 

Large windows for natural light 

High ceilings 

Adjustable tables (art and general classrooms) 

Up to date audio/visual system for the school 
 
 
 
 

 


